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SUBJECT: ENERGY: ECO COMMENTS ON JANUARY 14-15 
EC COUNCIL AND EEBRUARY 1 1 MEETING IN WASHINGTON 

1. FENN (ECO, ENERGY DEPARTMENT) MADE NUMBER OE COMMENTS 
ON JANUARY 14-15 EC COUNCIL MEETING AND LIKELY EC 
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APPROACH TO EEBRUARY 11 MEETING IN WASHINGTON. 
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2. ACCORDING TO FENN, MOST ALL EC MINISTERS AT COUNCIL 
WERE ANXIOUS TO HAVE IMMEDIATE ACCEPTANCE OF INVITATION 
TO WASHINGTON MEETING. UK AND OTHERS EMPHASIZED US IN- 
ITIATIVE MADE NOT IN SPIRIT OF CONFRONTATION, CITING 
PARALLEL MESSAGES TO OPEC COUNTRIES, AND CONTAINED PRO- 
VISION EOR DEVELOPING DIALOGUE BETWEEN CONSUMERS AND 
PRODUCERS. 

3. FENN SAID FRENCH "MADE NO BONES ABOUT THEIR WELL- 
KNOWN RESERVATIONS". THEY STATED FOR RECORD THAT US 
INITIATIVE LOOKED LIKE A LINING UP FOR CONFRONTATION 

/ WITH PRODUCER STATES WHICH, FENN COMMENTED, WOULD ENABLE 
GOF TO SAY T TOLD YOU SO" IF US PROPOSAL SHOULD FAIL. 

FRENCH ALSO RAISED QUESTION OF WASHINGTON AS APPROPRIATE 
VENUE EOR MEETING AND FAILURE TO USE OECD AS FORUM. 

FENN NOTED FRENCH ARE NOT COMMITTED TO PARTICIPATING 
AND BELIEVED THEY MIGHT DECIDE AGAINST ATTENDING 
FEBRUARY 1 1 MEETING. FENN COMMENTED THAT EVEN IF FRENCH 
DECIDED TO PARTICIPATE, "CHANCES ARE FON MIN JOBERT WILL NOT GO. 

4. SO FAR AS HMG ATTENDANCE IS CONCERNED, FINAL 
DECISION NOT YET TAKEN BUT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY 
LORD CARRINGTON PROBABLY WILL REPRESENT UK. AS NEW 
ENERGY "SUPREMO" CARRINGTON IS LOGICAL CHOICE AND, IN 
ANY EVENT, SIR ALEC DOUGLAS-HOME MIGHT EIND IT DIFFICULT 
TO TRAVEL TO WASHINGTON HAVING JUST RETURNED FROM 
SCHEDULED AFRICAN TRIP. 

6. FENN CHARACTERIZED ALL BUT ERENCH AS ENTHUSIASTIC 
AT PROSPECT OF FEBRUARY II MEETING BUT OBSERVED THIS 
DID NOT MEAN EVERYONE WAS COMMITTED TO US IDEAS ABOUT 
WHAT SHOULD COME OUT OE MEETING. HE MENTIONED SPECIFI- 
CALLY NEED TO MOVE MORE RAPIDLY INTO DIALOGUE WITH 
PRODUCERS AND EFFORT TO BRING DEVELOPING COUNTRIES INTO 
DELIBERATIONS. 

7. FENN BELIEVED THAT THERE WOULD BE SUBSTANTIAL 
COORDINATION AND POOLING OF MEMBER STATE VIEWS BEFORE 
FEBRUARY 1 1 SO THAT COUNCIL PRESIDENT SCHEEL WILL BE 
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ABLE TO SPEAK ON SOME ISSUES AS EC SPOKESMAN. WHERE 
NO AGREEMENT REACHED, EACH MEMBER WILL SPEAK FOR ITSELF. 

FENN EXPECTED NO "RESERVED AREAS" TO EMERGE FROM COORDI- 
NATION PROCESS SINCE IN ALL LIKELIHOOD THERE WOULD BE 
NO PRIOR AGREEMENT ON COMMUNITY ENERGY POLICY ISSUES 
WHICH EC WOULD THEN HAVE TO DEFEND AS A BLOC IN 
WASHINGTON. 
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